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P. Thulani (center) with Pope Franciscus after his 

election as Superior General accompanied by Vicar 
General P. Michael Maas (left) and members of the 

General Chapter in 2016. 
 

 

 
Fr. Patrick Chongo (general councilor), Bishop 

Thulani Mbuyisa, Fr. Michael Mass (acting general 
superior), Fr. Mbeki Shabalala (provincial superior 

Mariannhill) 
 

 
Many bishops attended he ordination 

 
 

At the age of 49, the new bishop is the youngest 
bishop in Southern Africa. Bishop Mbuyisa was 
born on February 13, 1973 in Ixobho, KwaZulu-
Natal. He entered the novitiate of the Congregation 
of Mariannhill Missionaries (CMM) in 1993, and 

made his perpetual profession on February 2, 
1997.He was ordained to the priesthood at Mari-
annhill monastery by Bishop Paul Themba Mngo-
ma of Mariannhill on March 4, 2000. From 2002-04 
he studied at St Paul University in Ottawa/Canada       
for his licentiate and master’s degrees in canon law.             
Bishop Mbuyisa is the sixth bishop of the diocese 
of Kokstad, which was established in 1951, having 
been a vicariate since 1935. The diocese serves 
81.000 Catholics. He is at present the third Bishop 
from the Congregation of Mariannhill Missionaries, 
alongside the Archbishop of Durban, Siegfried 
Mandla Jwara and Paul Khumalo, Archbishop- 
emeritus of  Johannesburg. 

                                            
St. Patrick ‘Catholic Cathedral of Kokstad S. Africa 

CURRENT STATE OF THE COMMUNITY 
OF ST. PAUL 

 
Since the death of Br. Sjef Verhees in 2017, our 
community has remained intact. In the meantime, 
Br. Maurice van Haasteren (89) has been 
transferred to the nursing home 'De Alde Kloster-
hoaf' in Arcen where he receives adequate care. 
  The number of members of the St. Paul 
community had been temporarily increased by one 
person. Fr. Felipe Voorn came from Kenya in June 
2021 for surgery. After a long wait because of the 
corona pandemic, he could finally be provided with 
a new hip. After a year he left us again and returned 
to Nairobi on 17 June. 
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